Ham Licensing

Then, Now, and in the Future

» Source for much of the ‘history’ info:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur radio licensing in the United States



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amateur_radio_licensing_in_the_United_States

’ 7 MATEUR RADIO

D8JCY

“AMATEUR RADIO

l
!
!

;m

_ NX8G

76 *AMATEUR RADIO -

' + AMATEUR RADIO - - @ -A\IATEUI RADIO

ALY/

KC8PD

AMATEUR RADIO ~

D SRCBRKY

® AMATEUR RADIC® = !

’ 0 H | 0 » ' IRTNFL‘CE 0‘ ‘Vll

NEJLC. M,

° poHID P

Knsruzi

67 AMATEUHRADIO -

el

BIRTMPLACE OF

KBBDPN  N8GIE_

-'0---'

KBSTUY

“ATEUR RADIO Alll'!ll .mo

al

© 2810

OHIQ.

WBSLCD KBSUUZ

= »AMATEUR RADIO: w=

* oHID

HBKND

= @AMATEUR RADION ==

KBBSZI

= SAMATEUR RADIDS —

* OHIO

<

_HBRJG

w_‘ "¢ OH I() >
BIRTHPLACE OF AVIATION

KDSDFM

67 mmmaun RADIO 3_3 X

EETHFLACE OF AVRTION

NBEQJ

aAMATEUl IADIO

ma!-_!

KDSEBV

T§% | AMATEUR RADIO = =
Im ——

K8DER

Jll__OHIO -1964_

& L]

BIRTNPLACE OF AVIATlON .

-9“?_

-
D i

KDSEPA

67 AMATEUR RADIO =~ =

BIRTHPLACE OF AVIN

K AMATEUR RADID "5 -

—

NﬂTIEJ

NOFRTH cnnou-un ‘

A.-.

"AMATEUR RADIO * =

y—MQ‘“’ 1—0!"1.,—‘
t AMATEURRADIO - = | -AMATEURRADIO - —
O m‘«_
—mlﬁd G usrein o =
», % OHIO ¥ |(ee® owWID ¢

'WDBKGH

Not

This

Kind

Of
License ©



==BIKINI BOTTOM=

& _ UNITED STA [ES |

OF AMERICA  x e

DRIVER LICENSE cLAss: s Nﬁ“‘h;m“m mc /= AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
EXPIRES: 12-14-03 ’\135602] e | :

A

S SPONGEBOR =) UAREPANTS
81124 CONCH ST.
| BIKINT GOTTOM

J SEX: VM AIR: YELLOW EYES: BLI
04 WT: loe DORB:OT-1 1!

Nor

This

Kind

Of
License ©

 SEX HEIGHT WEIGHT HAIR EYES
160 BROWN BLUE

Lbanscwiﬂbew;fmmuybymwm




Cut Along This Line

Cut Aleng This line

Cut Along This Lina Y

; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
% FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

AMATEUR RADID LICENSE
KF41JF

DELGADO, ALBERTO J
1145 NORMAKDY DR APT 203
MIAMI BEACH FL 33141

DELGADO, ALBERTO J
1145 NORMANDY DR APT 203

KIAMI BEACH

AMATEUR RADID LICENSE
FCC Registrabon Number (FRN) 0007086481

FCC 650

FL 33141

[ T e ——

Al 2002

NONE

AT _

(Ucemsea'sSignatora)
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Cut Along Tnis Une

Licensee: This is your radio
authorization in sizes suftable
for your wallet and for framing.
Carefully cut the documents
along the lines as indicated

and sign immediately upon
receipt. They are not vafid
until signed.

The Commission suggests
that the wallet size version
be faminated for another
simitar document protection
process) after signing. The
o Commission has found,
S under certain circumstances,

FCC Rogktiction Number F14) 000 700 G AR i 4 £ faser print is subject to
Conirsrenn e Special Conditions{Endoriements = displacement.
H
NONE 5
3
. Grant Date i - Effective Date - Print Date * - | Expitation Date” .
03-30-2006 03-30-2006 03-31-2006 04~-04-2016
File Number =~ | “OperatorPrivileges - 1| Station Privileges
0002555456 Technician PRIMARY
THIS LICENSE IS NOT TRANSFERABLE
/\ y,
% é}(f
(licensaé’s Signafoa) —
FCC 650 : Azl 2002
Cut Alang This Lina RS0
Cut Alona This Une
Call Kgn/Numoer Grant Date Exsiraticn Date i File Number Print Cate Eftectiva Date
KF41JF 03-30-2006 04-04-2016 & 0002555456 03-31-2006 03-30-2006
Oserator rivilegss Station Pvileges =+ THIS LICENSE 15 NOT TRANSFERABLE.
Technician PRIMARY SPECIAL CONDITIONS/ENDORSEMENTS:

Cut Alang This Line




Current # of Amateur Radio licenses

S Total Licensees Dates of New Question Poolz [Blue lines]
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Source: http://www.ahOa.org/FCC/index.html



And then by the numbers . ..

Month Extra ;ﬁwmcﬂij (zeneral |Tec]mici:m Novice J ARS Total

Aug—lﬁ;_ 133,?1 XYy 171929 359,731 1§ 11281) 730,610
Jul-15| 138,453 "9’7‘“1:: IWPX7ll 359,443 11,349 730,454
Jun-15| 138,199 49,399 171,605 359,032 11,448 729,683
May-15] 137,907 49,682 171,088]  359.466] 11,542 729,685

Apr-15| 137,707 49,949 170,880 @EELRID)  11646] 730,283
Mar-15| 137,237 500164 170,142 358861 11,742 728,146
Feb-15 136904 50492 169,840] 358262 11,856 727,354
Jan-15] 136,798 50,778 169,897 358,543 11941 727957
Dec-14 136,405 51,069 169,524 357236 12,041 726275
Nov-14] 136,203 51,256 169,369 357,066 12,112 726,006
Oct-14] 135964 51463 169,042 356296 12159 724,926
Sep-14| 135623 51,608 168,790 355424 12236 723,771
Aug14] 135542 51974 168,934 355757 12323 724,532

Jul-l4] 135187 52,179 168,703 355275 12,411 723,755




1912 — The start of licensing

Amateur
First Grade

Amateur

Second
Grade

Amateur
Extra First
Class

Required an essay-type examination and five (later ten)
words per minute code examination before a Radio
Inspector at one of the Department's field offices

S——

DO NOT TRIM INSIDE THISLINE

FCC 660 £ UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

AMATEUR RADIO STATION LICENSE

issuance, subject to the provisions of all treaties, laws, orders, and regulations that apply
to amateur radio stations. =\ %

Licensee and fixed station locations =~ 0 \Call letters:

Irving Al @ress, ' O ' 1\ ﬁ‘fﬁﬂ L
3479 East 117th St., =~ ' Miv‘w"\ Date of

11-26=-35

‘This license Vests no right to operate the station nor to the use of authorized frequen-
cies beyond the term hereof, nor in any other manner than authorized herein. This
license is subject to the right of use or control biy the Government of the Uniged States
under section 606 of the Communications Act of 1934. 3

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIO [sEAL]
Herbert L. Pettey, Se Iy 7

-

o

NOT |
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIoN  TRANSFERABLE |
~ WASHINGTON N

This license is valid until 3 o’clock a.m., eastern standard time, 3 years from date of :

A\ Xhﬁd}k,"Ohio. 8 s issuance: |
e e :

16—1150

AR S L s AR DU SR SRR L N el ST RS A N

b Sa el s T




1912 — The start of licensing

Amateur
First Grade

Amateur
Second
Grade

Amateur

Extra First
Class

Form 760 " = Ta—

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA No._-14615

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF NAVIGATION
RADIO SERVICE

Ficense to Radio @geratqn@mn‘m{ Second Grade

This is to cortify, that Robert H. Wi o
has presented satisfactory evidence that hewhas a knowledge of the adjustment and operation of
apparatus and of the regulations of the Radiotelegraphic Convention and the Acts of Congress, in so far as
they relate to interference with radio munication and impose certain duties on all grades of operators,
sufficient to entitle him to a license, nn;(jg'T

SECOND GRADE, until he has been d ined, but not to exceed a period of one year. =
He has also shown that he has“knowledge (excellent or good) of the following additional subjects
(a). General adj peration, and care of

o
(b) Transmlttmg and sound reading Contmentél Morse at a speed of 10
(c) General knowledge of international regulations and Acts of Congress to regulat&%dio comm

nication ...Good......... SN
(Rxeallont or good.).
HERBERT HOOVER,
Secretary.
Oath of secrecy executed : 3
-------------- E. T. CHAMBE
(w-n-a.) / @/ Br- by Sosiesioni:
Yetrost, “ich. Date _Aug. un. - 19 21

s hereby provisionally licensed as RADIO OPERATOR, AMATEUR |

Required the applicant to certify that he or she was unable to appear at a field office but
was nevertheless qualified to operate a station.
Later, the applicant took brief written and code exams before a nearby existing licensee.

=

ADIO SERVICE. i3
e HE
License to Radio Operator, Amateur Second Grabe ’
[ Ehis ig to certify, that Gaorse 4, T
| has. presented satisfactory ewdeme it hc has - a f the adj t and ion of

apparatus and of the regulations of thc
they relate to interference with radio comm and impose certain duties on all grades of operators,
sufficient to entitle him to a license, and he Ashmﬂ wvisionally licensed as RADIO OPERATOR, AMATEUR
Seconp Grapg, until he has been duly examined, but ced a period of one year.

He has also shown that he has knowledge (excellenz or g&

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA No. 34700._.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF NAVIGATION 2

raphic Convmtlon and the Acts of Congress, in so far as

the following additional subjects:

(a) General adj Sond

(b) Transmitting and so\md reading Cmunmml Morse at a speod or::g._ . words a minute.
(c) General knowledge of international regulations and Acts of Congress to regulate radio commu-

nication..__Teod ol .
HERBERT HOOVER,
Secretary of Com
) Qath of secrecy executed: ety
Ceeti = g D. B. CARSON,
) Commiasianer of Naigation,
Aoting U S, Duporvisor of #adfo

Place

(Twie) | Nutary Public.
Detzoit, Wiohe Date Zarch.f1,.1926 | 192




1912 — The start of licensing

Amateur
First Grade

Amateur

Second
Grade

Amateur
Extra First
Class

Added in 1923, the Amateur Extra First Grade, that conveyed extra operating privileges.
It required a more difficult written examination and a code test at twenty words per
minute.

In 1929, a special license endorsement for "unlimited radiotelephone privileges" became
available in return for passing an examination on radiotelephone subjects. This allowed
amateurs to upgrade and use reserved radiotelephone bands without having to pass a
difficult code examination.



What do we license?

DO NOT TRIM INSIDE THIS LINE

FCC 660 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA NOT
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION TRANSFERABLE
WASHINGTON N

AMATEUR RADIO STATION LICENSE

This license is valid until 3 o’clock a.m., eastern standard time, 3 years from date of
issuance, subject to the provisions of ail treaties, laws, orders, and regulations that apply
to amateur radio stations.

Licensee and fixed station location: Call letters:
Irving Al Gross, | 4 W?}A L
3479 Bast 117th Ste, * - """ patect
Cle x‘e%and*, Ohioe issuance:

T e ¢ G, : 11-26=30

_This license Vests no right to operate the station nor to the use of authorized frequen-
cies beyond the term hereof, nor in any other manner than authorized herein. Thist
license is subject to the right of use or control by the Government of the Uniged States

under section 606 of the Communications Act of 1934.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSIO [SEAL]
Herbert L. Pettey, Se Iy : £

SEBESNORDS it

16—1150

-
i . <

S y Yigrm No. 8B £ y Fils No. ShS
L i Offivial No._... T B.= 2. [
= Call Letters... WS X B ...

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL RADIO COMMISSION

AMATEUR RADIO STATION LICENSE

Subjact fo the provisiona of tha Rodio Act of 1937, a3 amended, subsequent acts and freatios, and ail redulations
Herstofora oe hercafter made by this Comendasion. and further subject to the conditions sot forth in this license, the

LIGENSEE..... Univeraity of Wieconain, Daparbment of Tlestrical Enginsering

#a horoby authurizest to use and operate the radio tranamitiing appacatua hereinafter described for (he following purposas

for tho tarm: Dedining ... Avgmst 23, 1930 . s |, endending.......... Angust 22, 1931 1T .

unioss this liconze is zoonar suspanded or revokod,

This Yiceose shall nut vest in the licensce &oy right: $o vpesate the stotica nor any right in the use of the frequencies designated in
the Beense beyond the teon hercof, nor in any acher cwmmner than suthorized hecein.  Neithec the licens= nar the right granted bereundes
sholl be asigned ce atherwize tronsferred in Violarion of che Radic Act of 1927, s amended,  This license is sabject to the cight of use

cc il by the Guy of the United Stutes coalerred by Sectca 6 of the Radio Act of 1927,

Tha liceees is authorlzed +o use und aperate the apparatua located atdie. ... Flectrica) Ishoratory. .. .. Sereet,
City or bowrs of - ooonee Madisen. .. ,Countgof ... 09170/ ¥ ety D it e ST of e Misconedn.
descoibad o follows:

— . YI-CW-ICH-PHONE.




1933 — First of many restructurings

Class “A”

Class “B”

Class “C”

Class A conveyed all amateur operating privileges, including certain reserved
radiotelephone bands. Amateur Extra First Grade licensees and Amateur First
Class licensees with "unlimited radiotelephone" endorsements were
grandfathered into this class.

Class B licensees did not have the right to operate on the reserved radiotelephone
bands. Amateur First Class licensees were grandfathered into this class.

Class C licensees had the same privileges as Class B licensees, but took their
examinations from other licensees rather than from Commission field offices. Because
examination requirements were somewhat stiffened, Temporary Amateur licensees
were not grandfathered into this class but had to be licensed anew.



1933 — A new term is first introduced:
“Grandfathered”

* A grandfather clause (or grandfather policy) is a provision in which an old
rule continues to apply to some existing situations while a new rule will
apply to all future cases. Those exempt from the new rule are said to have
grandfather rights or acquired rights.

* Applies to licenses — where an old license class is grandfathered to a new
one without any additional testing or requirements.

* Applies to elements needed to be awarded a license — where once you
have taken an element you do not need to take any new equivalent
element, you get grandfathered credit for the new element.




During WWII

 Station operation is suspended.

* However licensing still took place,
even if you could not operate.

e Just say that you were a ham got
you a job as a radio operator.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 4e625.4
SERIAL F0. 48 Washington, D. C. JAN. 9, 1942

At a session of the Federal Communications
Commission held at its offices in Washington, D. C.
on the eighth day of January, 1942;

Whereas considerations of national defense
require the complete cessation of all amateur radio
operation;

IT IS ORDERED, That all special authorizations
granted pursuant to Order No. 87 BE, AND THEY ARE
HEREBY, CANCELLED.

By order of the Commission.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
T. J. Slowie
Secretary

e Teaching CW became a major activity of military training.




1951 — Second of many restructurings

Technician

General

Conditional

Advanced

FCC moved to convert the existing three license classes (A, B, and C) into six
named classes.

Following the rule change, the classes were Novice, Technician, General,
Conditional, Advanced, and Amateur Extra.

Each license class required two exams: one on theory and one on Morse code,
and each license was valid for five years (except Novice).

Until the advent of incentive licensing in the late 1960s:
1. The Technician, Conditional and General classes shared the same written
examination
2. The Conditional, General, Advanced and Amateur Extra classes shared
the same operating privileges.



1951 — Second of many restructurings

_ * The entry-level license — everyone started here.
Novice * Very limited bands, power and other restrictions.
* To qualify for a Novice license, a candidate would have to pass a 5 word-per-

minute (WPM) Morse code test (send and receive) and a 25- (later 30-)
question multiple-choice test.
> < e 1 year; non-renewable. Must upgrade or license expires.
[ FCC Form 660 Rev. June 1956 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA EXPIRES
STATION CALL SIGN FEDERAL C%lVAlggmg?gkONDS %OMMISSION 3am,es t
\_ J KN9IME AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE 6=30-62 N18
Ve ™\ Fixed transmitter location: (and remote control position when authorized)
< :
Z[SAME AS BELOW :
\ J 2 Licensee and P. O. Address: S — & \i
- ) 2| STUART P. BROWNE, JR,  Actay _ Sewmuny  BQ
=| 518 PARISH ST. Y
%1 DELAVAN, WIS.
S ) (This license issued subject to conditions shown on reverse side) -8’
- ~ Operator Privileges . lssums Officer Effective Date E)
i Class NO“-/ l C E ~ FAARR 6 o 3 O"' 6 ] g
Class 5
L ) SEE UPPER RIGHT CORNER FOR EXPIRATION DATE 8




1951 — Second of many restructurings

4 )
- J
4 )
Q 4
4 )
- J
4 )
- J
4 )
- J
4 )
- J

Awarded to applicants who passed the General Class theory test, known as
Element 3, but only required a 5 WPM code proficiency.

It was initially intended for radio control of model airplanes, etc. but that
usage was rare.

Technicians were granted all General Class privileges in the 50 MHz band and all
bands above 220 MHz; on 2 meters they were limited to 145-147 MHz.

An applicant was permitted to apply for and hold both Technician and Novice
licenses simultaneously (for the first year).

In the 1950s and until the late 1960s, a US ham could hold both Technician and
Novice licenses at the same time, thus having two call signs (WN 2x3 for the
Novice and a WA or WB 2x3 for Technician).




1951 — Second of many restructurings

\

The General class originally conveyed full privileges on all ham bands, having
passed the Element 3 theory exam and 13 WPM Morse code test. Class B
operators were assigned this license following the 1951 structure decision.
Most ‘bang-for-the-buck’ license and most hams got to this level and remained

there.

FCC Form 660 Rev. Nov. 1950 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA EXPIRES
STATION CALL SIGN FEDERAL ‘COMMURNICATIONS COMMISSION 3a.m., e st
w V Z w ~ WASHINGION, D. C. ] O 26 ;—-9
7 AMATEUR RADIO LICENSE 5/

Fixed transmitter location: (apd.remote control position when authorized)

2| SAME AS BEL 4@@ .

i &

g Licensee and P. O. Address: @4

| DAVID GENE LARQEN

5| RT. 5, BOX 5 .

2| SALEM, OREGON el

(This license issued subject to conditions shown on reverse side)

| Operator Privileges e Issumg Cjﬁ)cer -~ Date of Issuance
. GENERAL 7 RS | 10-26-51
Class ‘

_Class




1951 — Second of many restructurings

4 )
- J
4 )
- J
4 )
- J
4 )
Q 4
4 )
- J
4 )
- J

The Conditional license class was created when Class C operators were
reassigned to this group.

In 1978 all Conditional Class licenses became General Class.

History:

* Prior to 1984, the FCC administered license exams for all classes except
Novice and Technician, with some exceptions.

* The Conditional License exam was given by a ham with General (or higher)
license, who would administer the code test, proctor the written exam,
and send the completed exam to the FCC for grading.

e Successful examinees were given Conditional licenses, which brought the
same privileges as the General class.

* The FCC retained the right to require Conditional licensees to come into an
FCC office for retesting.

* The current Volunteer Examiner program evolved from the
Novice/Technician/Conditional exam procedure.



1951 — Second of many restructurings

f 0. The Advanced class was earned after the General Class through passing the
Element 4A theory exam.
> < e Class A operators were assigned this license following the 1951 structure
decision.
e Although existing Advanced Class licenses continued to be renewed, new
> < licenses were not issued in the period 1951-1967.
\, J
/’ R

Advanced

-




1951 — Second of many restructurings

\

 The Amateur Extra class was a new highest-level class created in the 1951
decision, and was reached by passing both the Element 4B theory exam

and a 20 WPM Morse code test.
* From the 1950s through the early 1980s,

FCC Field Offices would issue diploma-form
certificates to Amateur Extra Class licenses.

e Uz ), 1) A2
X
4

FCC FORNM 659

T *;-. e : S e = LIV SR S5
a NUMBER s 4
l;pam AE-2-1303 :

" FEDERALCOM fmmm“mATmNS commxssmm BB

..-4.-1‘, RN e
i S

AMATEUR EXTRA cLASS
RADIO OPERATOR LICENSE

//l//f/%///%a/ . OMGL T WUaee

1S A LICENSED AMATEUR RADIO OPERATOR, AUTMORIZED, SUBJECT TO ANY SPECIAL ENDORSEMENT PLACED HEREON, TO OPERATE
THE CLASSES OF LICENSED RADIO STATIONS FOR WHICH THIS CLASS OF LICENSE 1S VALID UNDER THE ORDERS, RULES AND
REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, ANY STATUTE OF THE UNITED STATES AND ARY TREATY TO WKICH
THE UNITED STATES 1S A PARTY.

THIS LICENSE 15 GRANTED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE COMMUNICATIONS ACT OF 1933, AS ANENDED, AND THE TERMS
AND CONDITIONS THEREOF AND OF ALL LEGISLATIVE ACTS, EXECUTIVE ORDERS, AND TREATIES TO WHICH THE UNITED STATES
IS SIGNATORY, AND ALL ORDERS, RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION, WHICH ARE BINDING
UPON RADIO OPERATORS, ARE MADE A PART HEREOF AS THOUGH SPECIFICALLY SET OUT IN FULL HEREIN.

NEITHER THIS LICENSE NOR THE RIGWTS CERTIFIED TO MEREIN SMALL SE ASSIGNED OR OTHERWISE TRANSFERRED TO
ANY OTHER PERSON.

THIS LICENSE IS VALID FOR THE PERIOD OF TINE AND TO THE EXTENT PROVIDED BY ANY VALID AMATEUR RADIO
LICENSE CARD (FCC FORM NO. 660} HELO BY THE SAME LICENSEE, INCLUDING ANY RENEWAL OF MODIF ICATION THEREOF, AND
ENDORSED TO SHOM AMATEUR EXTRA CLASS OPERATOR PRIVILEGES.

IENCY

e2

i

=

T
3B Sae

PLACE AND DATE OF |SSUANCE: New York, N,Y., October 3, 1974

=

Sdderal ¥

L P

MHTrnn @auﬁ":”"\/

(hastang Wicer/)
NOT VALID UNTIL SIGNED_




1964 — A new era begins: Incentive licensing

Technician

Conditional

Advanced

The term of the Novice class was extended to two years to give new hams more time to upgrade.
In 1978 the Novice changed into a renewable license with the same five-year validity as other
classes.

Delayed until 1968, the FCC and the ARRL developed a program known as "Incentive Licensing,"
which rearranged the HF spectrum privileges.

The General/Conditional and Advanced portions of the HF bands were reduced, aka “stolen”,
with the spectrum reassigned to those in the Advanced and Amateur Extra classes.

It was hoped that these special portions of the radio spectrum would provide an incentive for
hams to increase their knowledge and skills, creating a larger pool of experts.

Prior to the advent of incentive licensing, only a small percentage of General Class operators
progressed to the Amateur Extra Class.

After incentive licensing, a large number of amateurs attained Advanced and Amateur Extra
Class licenses.

Thus, incentive licensing was successful in inducing a large number of amateurs to study and
upgrade their knowledge and license privileges.



“I will never trust the ARRL again”

* Incentive licensing however was not without
controversy

* A number of General class operators, unhappy at
having their privileges reduced, dropped out of the
hobby rather than upgrade.

 Many have never forgiven the ARRL for “stealing their
bands”.




1987 — Brings big changes

* Prior to 1987, the only difference between the requirements for Technician and General licenses

was the Morse telegraphy test, which was five words per minute (wpm) for Technician and 13

wpm for General. The written test, then called element 3, was the same for both classes.

- In 1987, a number of changes, later called the "Novice Enhancement," were introduced.

Technician « Among them, element 3 was split into two new exams, element 3A, which covered VHF
theory and 3B, which covered HF theory.

* Element 3A became a requirement for the Technician class and element 3B became a
requirement for General.

* Both classes also required candidates to have passed the Novice element 2 theory exam.

* The changes also granted Novice and Technician classes limited voice privileges on the 10-meter

HF band. Novices were also granted voice privileges on portions of the then-220-MHz (since

changed to 222 MHz) and 1,240 MHz bands using limited power.

* For the first time, Novices and Technicians were able to operate using single sideband voice and

data modes on HF. It was hoped that this would prompt more hams to move up to General, once

they had a chance to sample HF without a Morse key.

Conditional

Advanced




1990 — Technician becomes the first license

C )
(. J
4 )
Q 4
C )
(. J
C )
(. J
C )
(S J
C )
(S J

without a Morse code reguirement

In early 1991, the FCC dropped the demonstration of proficiency in Morse code telegraphy was
removed from the Technician license requirements.

Because International Telecommunication Union (ITU) regulations still required proficiency in
Morse telegraphy for operation below 30 MHz, new Technicians were allowed all modes and
bands above 50 MHz.

If a Technician passed any of the contemporary Morse tests, he or she gained access to the so-
called Novice HF privileges, essentially "upgrading" to what a Tech had before the new rules
went into effect.

This new, sixth class had no name until the FCC started calling them "Technician Plus" in 1994.
With a code-free class now available, Technician class became a second entry class, eventually
surpassing the number of Novice class license holders.



1991 — Here we go again . . .

Technician

General

In 1991, the FCC moved to simplify the Amateur Radio Service operator license structure.

A reduction of the number of operator license classes from six to the current three (Technician,
General, Extra).

The Advanced Class, Technician Plus Class, and Novice Class licenses were deemed redundant
and would no longer be issued; however, existing licensees would retain their operating
privileges and be allowed to renew their licenses.

A reduction of the number of telegraphy examination elements from three to one. Both the 20
words-per-minute (WPM) and 13 WPM Morse code tests were removed in favor of a
standardized 5 WPM as the sole Morse code requirement for both the General and Extra Class
licenses.

With the removal of the high-speed Morse code tests, physician certification waivers were no
longer accepted.

A reduction of the number of written examination elements from five to three.

Elimination of station licenses for the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES).



1991 — Here we go again . . .

Technician

General

With the rule simplification, all pre-1987 Technician operators were now qualified to become
General class operators, having already passed both the theory and code exams now required
for the higher class. All that was necessary was to apply for the General license, usually through
a "paper upgrade" (often done through existing amateur radio clubs) to achieve the license
acquisition. The restructuring also enabled a pre-1987 Technician operator to become an Extra
operator simply by passing the element 4 theory examination. Additionally, an expired or
unexpired Novice class license could be used as credit toward the 5 WPM Morse code
examination when upgrading.

With the change, Technicians who could pass the 5 WPM Morse code examination were given
the same HF-band privileges as the Technician Plus class, although the FCC's callsign database no
longer distinguished between those Technician licensees possessing HF privileges and those who
did not.



1997 — Bye-Bye Expired licenses

- * In 1997 the FCC, in the face of opposition, dropped a proposal that would have generally allowed
Technician examination element credit for expired amateur operator licenses. In the past, the FCC has
maintained that its procedures “provide ample notification and opportunity for license renewa
and that retesting did not impose an unreasonable burden.

General e Butallis notlost. ..
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2003 — Bye-Bye Morse code

Technician

General

In 2003, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) ratified changes to the Radio
Regulations to allow each country to determine whether it would require a person seeking an
amateur radio operator license to demonstrate the ability to send and receive Morse code.

The effect of this revision was to eliminate the international requirement that a person
demonstrate Morse code proficiency in order to qualify for an amateur radio operator license
with transmitting privileges on frequencies below 30 MHz.

With this change of international rules, the FCC announced on December 15, 2006 that it
intended to adopt rule changes which would eliminate the Morse code requirement for amateur
operator licenses. Shortly thereafter, the effective date of the new rules was announced as
February 23, 2007.

After that date, the FCC immediately granted the former Technician Plus privileges to all
Technician Class operators, consolidating the class into a single set of rules.

Following the change in requirements, the ARRL reported a significant increase in the number of
applications for licensing.



2014 — Hello Expired licenses

Technician

General

The issue arose again in 2011, with a request from the Anchorage Volunteer Examiner
Coordinator.

In 2014, in a wide-ranging Report and Order (R&0O), the FCC has revised the Amateur Service Part
97 rules to grant credit for written examination elements 3 (General) and 4 (Amateur Extra) to
holders of “expired licenses that required passage of those elements.”

The FCC requires former licensees — those falling outside the 2-year grace period — to pass
Element 2 (Technician) in order to be relicensed, however. The Commission declined to give
examination credit to the holder of an expired Certificate of Successful Completion of
Examination (CSCE) or to extend its validity to the holder’s lifetime.

“Our decision to grant credit for written examination Elements 3 and 4 for expired licenses that
required passage [of those elements] will provide some relief for former General, Advanced,
and Amateur Extra class licensees,” the FCC said, “and is consistent with how we treat expired
pre-1987 Technician class licensees who want to reenter the Amateur Service.” Pre-1987 Techs
can get Element 3 credit, since the Technician and General class written examinations in that
era were identical. The Commission said current rules and procedures that apply to expired
pre-1987 Technician licenses “are sufficient to verify that an individual is a former licensee
under our new rules.”



How does a VE team apply
this now 77




Element Credits

e Users get ‘credit’ for exams that they have already taken.

* Element credit is based on one of the following:
1.  Technician licenses issued BEFORE 3/21/1987
2.  Expired licenses

* Proof for credit

* Examples are copies of the physical license, CSCEs, old call book listings, or the
QRZ.com 1993 call sign database.
See: http://www.arrl.org/exam-element-credit

* It is not the job of the VE team to research the claim; it is the candidate’s
responsibility to prove the claim



Element Credits

ELEMENT CREDIT TABLE

Element Credit Given Exam to Pass License Earned

1.No license, or expired Novice, or current Novice N | ) Technici
or expired Technician issued 3/21/1987 or later one ement echnician

2.Expired Technician issued BEFORE 3/21/1987 or

expired General or expired Advanced Element 3 Element 2 General
3.Expired Extra Elements 3 and 4 Element 2 Extra
4.Current Technician issued BEFORE 3/21/1987, or
~ with an expired General or Advanced Elements 2 and 3 None General
5.Current Technician with expired Extra Elements 2,3 and 4 None Extra
6.Current Technician issued 3/21/1987 or later Element 2 Element 3 General

7.Current General or current Advanced Elements 2 and 3 Element 4 Extra




What does the future hold for ham licensing?

* Are we “due” for another restructuring?
History has shown us that the FCC
can be somewhat unpredictable.

* “Bring back the Code”?




